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INFORMS TION 


The White Hol_c 

WASHINGTON 


Monday, Feb. 5, 1968^ 
12 :00 noon fe c ' j 


Mr. President: 

Herewith Bus Wheeler's first daily 
report on Khe Sanh. 

"Gravel munitions, " in para. 7, are 
the small anti-personnel mines developed 
for the barrier. 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20301 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area 


2-A 


CM-2968-68 
5 February 1968 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority 

B v . NARS, Date 3 -/& - 


1. At the present time, the situation in the Khe Sanh area is quiet. 
No enemy contacts have been reported in the area since the attack on 
Hill 861 ended yesterday at 6:25 PM EST, the details of which are 
described in the succeeding paragraphs. 

2. At 3:00 PM EST yesterday, the Khe Sanh combat base began 
receiving heavy concentrations of enemy rocket, artillery and mortar 
fire. Twenty minutes later a fo rce of fromj200"tp;:30& ^nemy; sup- 
ported with rocket and mortar fire, launched a ground attack against 
the US Marine company position on Hill 861, three and one-half miles 
northwest of the Khe Sanh airstrip. As the fighting grew in intensity, 
the Khe _Sanh-combat.-ba.se. pro vide d ..artill ery .-support,- which -in ol&djg'd 
the delivery - of ~clierni^Ohunitip ns~-rCS^ ’-.tear-gas) on the ; _ene ray.jA At 
^ZlfPM'EST a smail'g roup oTthe enemy succeeded in penetrating the 
defensive wire on the perimeter of the position, but the Marine defenders 
held their positions and drove the enemy off. Approximately thirty 
minutes later the enemy resumed the assault on Hill 861 while continuing 

to deliver mortar fire on the Khe Sanh combat base. A pproxim al 

RpTIf _ TateF^the'7m'orter..fire on- the Khe Sanh- bas.P^ude4-.-^nd^ he.Att^sk^or| t 
Kr i'l^8'6l.be gan-to:dimi nls^ in i ntehs^yl' C:2 5 PM EST all action had 

ended and the Khe Sanh airstrip was open. In the attack on Hill 861, the 

eight of the dead were found inside 
the perimeter and numerous enemy dead were hanging from t he ba rbed 
wire on the perimeter of the Marine company position. JJS^Mar^ng- 
^S£22l£?_e'^> all from the company on Hill 861, were placed, at_2£xe3» 

. Marine units in the Khe Sanh area expended a 

total | 

TPgpoase. tn— pn<>m y; tVw basean ef-s uxx-Qundut S'T ^t’&^g 
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». Yest «d ay ™ c D ;fsrSf^S:tr, 

fi5^^^rfta-te 3y0.6r 9 SO tons-of. 3 bombr^^^3£e rfc< i- ®h t^ e_€I *'^ n y these 


4 US aircraft flew 216. s.t rJ^S-Si^tife's^in^SQppo^^^^5 

J ! SI Sanh du^^ti^a^2jhour> (79 US Air Force. 

and 43 US Navy^iomb damage assessment of 
94 US Mar P included three structures destroyed, seven 

talkers ^destroyed and three secondary explosions. Weather prevented 

complete bomb damage assessment. 

s. » , ■ - 1 a ai «d , 

6 No COFRAM was used during the period; however, these 
ntunitlon” are Lilable and will be considered for us. at ,h. approprtate 

time. 

7. General Westmoreland told me this morning at 9:3C I AM EST 
that .gravel 

8 The weather observation at 3:00 AM EST today in the Khe Sanh 

area reflects cloudy conditions witWi^ki^ ' }°? le 

for the next 15 hours is cloudy with !o w ceilin g Sl 
, r r'v-r»TY\ in-nn pm EST today u ntil 7 : 

and visibility at 

seven miles. 

9. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 
northeast of Khe Sanh. 
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b. For the period ending 11:00 PM EST today, 15 6, tactical 
so rties- are r plarm e d in.the Khe San h_area - Some l S^additipnal-^y . 

<E ortie sat eja va ilab le on call to au ftrngut .the. planned -ef fort^ 
Shouid the ITiTuation require it, additional sorties up to a^ 
theoretical total of 62^ coja<Lhe.JUyerl^d A The actual number 
whmEc ould*b e employed depends upon the weather in the area and 
the ability to control the strikes. -In .a dditicmS^thB^'afrcTaTt^ 

^^arriej.^lT.TY .HAW]^hasJbeen i 3lext^dJ^pr2jdJifi-2iidjJioJial^los_fr i 
ai r &_u ppgxt jsvJbenx eque sted .. . i- 

10. Enemy units in contact are unknown at this time, but it is 
/fel that the-95C -Re gim ent;4s : tar geted^on 

101st Reg iment on. Khe-Sanhi*- The exact location of other enemy units 
believed to be in the area is unknown. 
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EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 




